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Sustainable development = N Roorda 
 

The book sustainable development written by Niko Roorda was recommended to me by Aart van den 

Dool. During my study Chemical engineering I completed the minor sustainable technology. I thought 

after finishing the minor I know everything about sustainability. I was wrong, as the name betrayals 

the minor was focused on technical aspects of sustainability, in other words bio-energy. The book 

sustainable development is mainly focused on the concept of sustainability, in which the technical 

aspect of sustainability a part is of only one chapter.  

 

The first chapter introduces you to sustainable development where you quickly figure out the writer 

of the book considered everything in connection with each other. This book teach you an analytical 

way of thinking concerning sustainable development, in which it shows some problems are more 

complicated than often is thought. The 3 p’s which stands for people, planet and profit, is the guiding 

principle of the story. The coherence of these 3 p’s has an effect on all the factors concerning  

people, planet and profit. At this moment there is an unbalanced coherence between the 3 p’s, in 

which profit is more important than people and planet. The unbalanced coherence between the 3 p’s 

is caused by imperfections in the system. These imperfections may arise from positive or negative 

feedback. An example of a reinforced positive or negative feedback is the increasing inequality of 

income: the poor people are becoming poorer and the rich people are becoming richer. Efficiency is 

one of the causes in profit that with as few as people possible as much as profit is made. The 

efficiency can suffering in the worst case to child labor, also an imperfection in the system.  

 

Chapter four of the book shows for the first time in the story the positive developments concerning 

sustainability. These positive developments are called ‘power sources’. Especially the cooperation 

between different counties and parties is seen as a ‘power source’ concerning sustainable 

development. There is a good relationship between the European countries since the founding of the 

European Union. Since the founding of the largest international organization of this time, the United 

Nations, there are great strides made concerning sustainable development, which leads to a better 

coherence of the 3 p’s.  

 

The disadvantage of large organizations is the lack of control which can affect the democracy. The 

civil society offers a counterbalance in a process in which countries, large international organizations 

and multinationals are becoming increasingly influential. They form an essential part of the 

democracy, which means more than vote for a party. The internet speeds up the process of 

globalization and the civil society.  

 

Nature provides us raw materials, at the moment men used mainly finite resources. For a sustainable 

development it is necessary to replace these finite resources for renewable raw materials 

(substitution).  

 

The nature provides us also chemicals, for example the development of  (new) medicines of 

materials. The nature provides also opportunities for rest, relaxing, recreation, poetry, tourism and 

protection against the sun (ozone layer).   
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Chapter five looks to different parts of the world with the corresponding developments of the last 

decades. It shows the differences but also the coherence between different parts of the world. In 

recent years China experiences a strong grow of the economy and the number of the population. The 

government of China uses a ‘top-down’ approach, where the ‘p’ of people is not considered 

important enough, China is a dictatorship. An advantage of this approach is the ‘one-child’ politics to 

prevent overpopulation. The disadvantage of this approach is the non-compliance of the human 

rights. It is expected that India will have in a few years a larger population than China. India is just like 

Europe a democracy and just like China there is a strong grow of the economy.  

 

The strong growth of the population in India and Africa cause major problems, especially in Africa 

(where economic growth remains) it leads to starvation. A part of the reason of a low economic 

growth is caused by Africa, another part is caused by the western world. The western world caused: 

debt, shifting of environmental impacts, support of dictatorial regimes and cultural damage caused 

by multinationals and tourism.  

 

Chapter six shows the future of sustainable development in the world. To predict the future you have 

to learn from the past. History shows that natural areas are extinct by overpopulation. Nowadays the 

future is approached in a scientific manner, for example with growth models. These growth models 

shows it is impossible to have a consistent growth of the economy. This is also an example of an 

imperfection in the economic system, continuous growth is necessary but at the same time 

impossible for a long amount of time. A grow of the population in a certain region consists of a 

number of stages: agriculture, mechanization, improved hygiene, increased wealth and an 

equilibrium point. Different regions in the world are in different phases. The phase of the western 

world is the equilibrium point.  

 

Chapter seven is about the climate and energy production. From my study chemical engineering and 

Geography (a subject of high school) I know a lot about this chapter. By reading this chapter I have 

learned a lot of new things about climate change and energy production. In addition to the climate 

changes and technological developments is applying of renewable energy discussed, for the use of 

renewable energy for a sustainable development in the coming years. Other important aspects in 

addition to these new technological development are changes in lifestyle of people and political- and 

economic instruments, like agreements and emission allowances.  

 

A company can contribute to sustainable development by socially responsible entrepreneurship. On 

the Dow Jones Sustainability index stands leading international companies that have incorporate 

sustainability in their policy. Participation in this index gives a good reputation for the company, 

which lead to higher shares. Sustainable business is in this case good for people, planet and profit. 

The pyramid of Maslow show the motives for Sustainable business. Socially responsible 

entrepreneurships using integral chain management, in which consider the entire material cycle, this 

is called ‘cradle to cradle’.  
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All competence company need for socially responsible entrepreneurship is represented in the 

VESTIA+D model. In the VESTIA+D model the next competencies are represented: Responsibility, 

system orientation, personal commitment, emotional intelligence, future orientation and action skill.  

 

The book shows that sustainable development is an encompassing concept that applies various 

topics. For finding good sustainable solutions it is necessary to view the entire system as the 

relationship between people, planet and profit, then to zoom in on individual subsystems and details 

and then to zoom out again for the bigger picture. Unilateral solutions do not help to contribute 

sustainable development when the consequences of this ‘solution’ are not included. Interdisciplinary 

cooperation between different countries, organizations, enterprises and populations is therefore 

essential in developing a sustainable society where people, planet and profit come to their full 

advantage! 

 

Mike de Jonge 

 


